
Scott Conservancy Trail Work 

Tom the Tinker Trail (white):  

¬ 0.09 mi: area extending ~20' before the bridge is very damp and low. Needs gravel to raise it up a bit. 0.1 mi: 
bridge planks are slippery, needs chicken wire stapled to the planks. 0.12mi: where the new culvert pipe 
installed by the engineers, it's dry, but there's drainage coming down right on either side making the trail quite 
wet. We discussed diverting one of the drainages (that further from the trailhead) into the culvert, but would 
take quite a lot of digging. It's also damp for a bit past this. We finally decided it would be best to do about 50 
meters of turnpike here. I have attached a PDF from the Appalachian Trail design manual about turnpikes for 
your reference.  

 0.18 mi (Molly Hollow Ford): we considered a bridge upstream, but finally decided that it would be best to 
have a couple of rock steps down to the stream, then large flat rocks as stepping stones across the creek right 
where the current trail is. There are plenty of large flat rocks in the stream to use in this construction. 0.2 mi: 
this is the section that goes steeply and muddily uphill through the cut in the very large downed tree. We 
thought it would be best to move the trail a bit away from the stream to edge along the hillside to keep it dry, 
and to smooth out this climb. A retaining wall will be needed to support the trail against the hillside, and some 
drainage arranged. 0.22 mi (just before the Upper Tinker Bridge): this area is wet. There is some water coming 
down the slope, and there needs to be a bit of turnpike here as well. But, there is a natural seep just before the 
bridge, and we thought we could dam this off a bit, not only to protect the trail just before the bridge, but to 
develop a little wetland. We even thought we might be able to get some developer to fund this for us, as creating 
this wetland might be an offset for some wetland they wanted to develop. 0.23 mi (Upper Tinker Bridge): We 
thought it would be best to have a single handrail along this bridge. I've attached a picture of a similar bridge 
on the North Country National Scenic Trail in McConnell's Mill State Park for an example. Also, we want to close 
off the steep climb from the bridge to the Liberty Trail (red), having people use the less-steep climb a bit to the 
left. This could do with a step or two as well, just before reaching the Liberty Trail.  

Liberty Trail (red):  

® 0.22 and 0.23 mi (just uphill from the Tom the Tinker Trail junction): there are two swales here where the 
trail is a bit damp and could use some drainage, perhaps just a couple of drainage ditches. 0.26 mi (just before 
ends at the Neville Trail): this steep section needs a couple of water bars. I have attached a PDF from the 
Appalachian Trail design manual about water bars for your reference. 0.5 mi.: Damp spot needs additional 
drainage.  

Neville Trail (green): 

¯ 0.35-0.43 mi. (loop at the end): Don marked this with flagging, and Rosie (my dog) and I did a bit of work on 
this a couple of months back. Betty (my wife), Laurel (my daughter) and Rosie and I will undertake to finish 
this. Just needs a couple of logs cut through, and some lopper work.  

° 0.31 mi.: It would be good to do some mattock work to dig out the uphill side of the trail here, and put the 
diggings on the downhill side, as the trail is a bit narrow and sloped sidehill here. I have attached a PDF from the 
Appalachian Trail design manual about sidehill trail construction and maintenance for your reference.  

± 0.28 mi.: A downed tree needs to be cut out. 0.27 mi.: We thought it best to remove that old fence right 
above the trail, and to either (1) use the rocks above the fence to reinforce the downhill edge of the trail, or (2) 
maybe move the trail uphill to make use of the rocks stabilized by being restrained above the fence.  



² 0.24 mi.: We want to close off the lower, current main Neville Trail, and instead use the upper loop that goes 
up to and then back down from the steps up to the JCC.  

³ 0.21: We want the upper portion of this loop to be the "official" Neville Trail, and the loop to the bench will 
be marked on the trail signs as "to bench." The signs here need to be changed to reflect this. 0.2 mi: Downed log 
to be sawed through.  

´ 0.16 mi: Downed tree has caused a tree to lean across the trail. Thought if we removed the downed tree off 
the leaning tree, maybe the leaning tree would straighten up again.  

µ 0.13: There is a hole right next to the trail from a downfall that needs to be filled in. 

 

Whiskey Boys Trail (yellow):  

¶ 0.23: Needs erosion control. We saw one point that looks like would be perfect for a water bar, but there is 
some concern that a water bar might make it harder to get a vehicle up the trail when needed. Perhaps we could 
do a water bar with rocks? This would provide better traction when driving over it. Also, if we do a water bar 
properly, it shouldn't really stick up very much. (See attached PDF on water bars.) 

 


